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Ex-F.B.I. Agent On Trial Today;

Soviet Emigré Lover Due to Testify

By JUDITH CUMMINGS
Spectal t The New Yerk Times

LOS ANGELES, Aug. 5 — Opening
statements are scheduled for Tuesday
h;t.hetrhl ohformerl;gui:laumu
of Investigation agent charged
with conspiring with a Russian couple
to pass American counterespionage se-
crets to the Soviet Union.

Richard W. Miller, the former agent
who was a 20-year veteran of the bu-
reau, is th:hﬂm F.B.I Hamt ever
charged with espionage. He was ar-
rested by bureau agents last Oct. 2.

N on D% e
i!”!! i

ased of plotting wit
Ange Sovi "

A0a and Nikolay ¢

LY, yvet

pleaded guilty

espi a plea bargain in June,
attarmt::mmthsoftheirmu.m
Government brought Mr. Miller to the
standuahostﬂewitneu at that trial.
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is also presiding over the Miller trial.
The Ogorodnikovs are expected to
testify against Mr. Miller and this has
added to the interest in his trial.

Life in Prison Possible

Mrs. Ogorodnikov was given an 18-
year prison sentence under her plea-
bargain and Mr. Ogorodnikov eight
years, avoiding the possibility of life
imprisonment on conviction.

The Miller case will be the first
prosecuted personally by Robert C.
Bonner since he became United States
Attorney in Los Angeles a year and a
half ago. Mr. Bonner sat in court to
hear Mr. Miller’s testimony at the Ogo-
rodnikovs’ trial last spring and seemed
barely able to conceal his eagerness to

put his own questions.
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spying. He contended in court docu
ments filed last winter that he was a
pawn in a move by the F.B.I. agent in
charge in Los Aageles, Richard T.
Bretzing, to quash complaints that the
Los Angeles office displayed favorit:
ism toward agents who were Mormons:
Mr. Miller and Mr. Bretzing are both
Mormons, as was Mr. Miller’s superios
in the counterespionage unit, Bryce Pt
Christensen. . .

Says He Was Persecuted

years
pended without pay. By the spring of
1984, he was rated ‘“minimally accept-
able” as an agent.

He said he began his relationship
with Mrs. Ogorodnikov last May after

. | she contacted him offering to provide

information on the Soviet émigré com-
munity. She told him, he testified, that
she was ‘‘a major in the K.G.B.’’ and
that the Soviet Government would pay
him “‘a lot of money’’ for information.

He testified that he was acting out “‘a
James Bond kind of fantasy,”” and that
the sexual entanglement ‘“‘just sort of
came with the territory.”

He Was Dismissed First

Mr. Miller was dismissed shortly be-
fore he was arrested, on the strength of
evidence gathered by F.B.1. investiga-
tors.

The Government asserted that Mr.
Miller, motivated by the sexual rela-
tionship and a promise of $65,000, had
made plans with the Ogorodnikovs, de-
scribed as low-level operatives of the
K.G.B., to pass secret documents to the
Soviet Union.

[(he F.B.1. said that Mr. Miller had
acknowledged passing to Mrs. Ogorod

KOV & ¢4-page secret document, " Re-
porting Guidance: Foreign Intelli-
gence Inform 0D o)i,FHFE(I:T.].A
reay described the document as provid

g _t0 Soviet intelligence ‘‘a detailed
picture of F.B.1. and U.S. intelligen
act les te niques and equire

Reais.”
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